Assuring a sustainable future

STUDENT
ACCOMMODATION

Welcome to
ROBERTSON
We’re one of the largest family-owned construction, infrastructure and support services
businesses in the UK, and we apply the same principles to every aspect of our
business today that we did over fifty years ago when Bill Robertson set up his joinery
firm in Elgin.
Over the years our sustainable growth has enabled us to invest in our business, the
future of people and communities, and to deliver on major projects, housing schemes
and facilities management for customers nationally.
Our scale gives us the ability to accept big challenges, and build deep, mutually
beneficial partner relationships. At the same time we think locally, working with
stakeholders and the supply chain to deliver services and infrastructure that will stand
the test of time.
Ultimately, everything we do is about making progress safely towards a sustainable
future for our people, communities and our business.
It’s the Robertson Way.

Creating outstanding
STUDENT ACCOMMODATION
The expectations around student accommodation are
changing, with more focus on the student experience
and the quality and sustainability of buildings.

Our local, hands-on management is backed by the
rigorous processes and systems of a national family
business that has grown sustainably since 1966.

Working with universities and private developers, we
deliver accommodation that generates the income
our customers need, with study and social spaces
that support interaction and health and wellbeing,
and accommodation choices that provide affordable
options for prospective residents.

Working together from pre-construction, design and
build to facilities management, we create new build
residences that generate the income our customers
need, with study and social spaces that support
student interaction and wellbeing, and high-quality
and affordable accommodation choices.

Our comprehensive geographical coverage extends
from Yorkshire and the East Midlands right up into the
Scottish Highlands and Islands.

Budget, time and quality are key to return on
investment, and through our approach – Assured
Construction Delivery – we keep programmes on
track even when schedules are tight and working in
challenging city centre locations.

Case studies
•

Huntingdon Street, Nottingham  

•

Dart Square, Sheffield

•

Gulson Road, Coventry

•

Pittodrie Street, Aberdeen

•

St Leonard’s House, Lancaster

•

Havannah House, Glasgow

•

Caledon Court, Aberdeen

•

University of the Highlands & Islands, northern Scotland

•

Causewayend Apartments, Aberdeen

•

Kepier Court, Durham

•

Nova Apartments, Nottingham

•

Samuel Tuke Apartments, York

•

Portobello House, Sheffield

•

Roman House, Newcastle

robertson.co.uk
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We are

TEAM ROBERTSON
As a national business working with local stakeholders and supply chains we provide
customers with the expertise to invest, develop, construct and maintain across the
whole built environment lifecycle.
Robertson Construction
Our wide-ranging expertise and capabilities let us
bring together the right team for your project, from
refurbishment and regeneration projects to large
scale construction developments.
Working across sectors including commercial,
education, food and drink, healthcare, residential,
hospitality, PRS and student accommodation,
we offer best value for customers and do it in a
responsible and sustainable way.
In 2020 we were proud to deliver projects that
make a real difference to our customers and their
communities including:
RAF Lossiemouth Strategic Facility – a £100 million
development for Boeing that is home to the new fleet
of Poseidon MRA Mk1 maritime patrol aircraft.

2

Ada Belfield Centre – a 40-bed care home designed
and built to the latest dementia-friendly standards
for Derbyshire County Council, in a UNESCO World
Heritage site.
Inverness Justice Centre – the first of its kind, with
court and support services under one roof to provide
a more integrated and efficient justice system.

Robertson Facilities Management
Our team of over 1,500 people delivers hard and
soft FM and energy services for single and multi-site
contracts – over 5,500 buildings – throughout the UK.
Our single and total service packages maximise
value and building performance in the commercial,
residential, education, hospitality and healthcare
sectors, and focus on safe working practices, a
sustainable approach and user experience.

Student Accommodation

Robertson Capital Projects

Robertson Timber Engineering

Our project management and investment teams
work with public sector customers and private sector
financiers to deliver high quality infrastructure and
developments across a range of sectors.

We design, manufacture and erect precisionengineered timber for our new build homes
in Scotland – delivered by Robertson Homes,
Robertson Partnership Homes and Robertson Living
and including private, social and affordable housing.

We focus on mitigating risk and driving value,
ensuring your project is clearly scoped, accurately
budgeted and effectively resourced and managed
at every stage — from design, pre-construction and
construction to facilities maintenance management.

Robertson Property
Using a combination of the Group’s own equity
and third-party capital, Robertson Property
initiates, develops and delivers hotels, student
accommodation, private rented residential, serviced
apartment blocks, roadside retail, and leisureled town centre and mixed-use development
opportunities across Scotland, northern England,
Yorkshire and the East Midlands.

robertson.co.uk

Our in-house designers, technicians and engineers
provide specialist support on projects including
design suitability, budget, value engineering and new
product development. From the outset we focus on
quality, and delivering on our commitment to drive
energy efficiency and build great homes.

Visit robertson.co.uk for more information
on what we do and our recent projects.
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Assuring

A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Working responsibly

Sustainability throughout the supply chain

Being socially, economically and environmentally
responsible in all that we do is crucial to the success we
have achieved to date, and to the continued sustainability
of our business. Our Responsible Business strategy has
three core themes, each aligned to UN Sustainable
Development Goals: our people, our partners and our
planet.

In 2019 we became one of only 72 ‘Gold’ level members
out of the 12,500+ registered with the Supply Chain
Sustainability School, putting us in the top 1% of built
environment professionals in the UK — a reflection of our
commitment to driving awareness in sustainability issues,
from fairness and inclusion to waste and wellbeing. Now
over 58% of our preferred supply chain have registered
with the school, something we continue to champion.

Reducing our carbon footprint
In June 2018, Robertson became one of the first in the
built environment sector to be accredited as a carbon
neutral company. In the last five years we have reduced
our intensity by 41%, and offset our remaining footprint
through local and international initiatives that deliver
social value. We’ve set Science Based Targets to reduce
emissions by a further 30% by 2030, in line with global
ambitions.

Our commitment to sustainable growth
SEPA (The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency)
has formed a three-year partnership with Robertson.
This Sustainable Growth Agreement (SGA) is the first
in Scotland to focus on environmental performance
across an entire supply chain. It will mean both
organisations can evolve new and innovative
processes around supply chain engagement
and development, with Robertson setting clear
benchmarks, enhancing awareness and knowledge,
and increasing environmental performance.

Decarbonisation
HOW WE’RE MAKING A POSITIVE IMPACT

2018

Robertson accredited
as a carbon neutral
company
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40.87%

reduction on
carbon emissions intensity
2019-2020 vs 2014-15
baseline

96.3%

waste diversion from
landfill

Student Accommodation

Communities
LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY

19,659
21

CCS National Site
Awards received

40.55

average CCS
score versus 36.88
industry average

people benefited from 364 activities
bespoke to local needs and stakeholders
in 2019-2020

121

early years and
Primary school
activities with
6,673 pupils

72

employability and
community group
activities with
2,959 people

46

college/university
activities with
1,462 students

258

people completed work
placements

125

secondary school
activities with
8,550 pupils

Social value matters
We’re passionate about having a positive effect on
communities. Whether it’s delivering much-needed
infrastructure, investing locally in talent and skills, or
working with our customers, suppliers and partners to
support the local and national economy, we take pride in
transforming places knowing there is a greater purpose
to what we do.
We understand that quality of life in any community is
closely linked to taking pride in places and buildings.

robertson.co.uk

That’s why we work on projects that mean a lot to
people, such as schools and nurseries – creating learning
opportunities along the way and making sure we do it
sustainably.
Because we are a family business with strong roots in
our own community, it’s important to us that we make
a positive social impact everywhere we work to help
communities flourish in the future.
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Huntingdon Street
NOTTINGHAM

300

rooms

£20
million

Completed

2021

CUSTOMER: Development Managers Ltd

£19
million

Robertson delivered Straits Village, a well-designed, environmentally
sustainable student accommodation project on Huntingdon Street in
Nottingham city centre. It accommodates growing numbers of students
attending various universities nearby.
The build includes a mix of cluster bed apartments, twin clusters, studios
and townhouses. A combination of communal lounges and study areas,
entertainment and fitness facilities, and outdoor spaces encourage social
interaction.
While the residences provide modern facilities, a mews-style structure
and red brick facades are designed to evoke Nottingham’s textile
manufacturing past.
The development looks set to springboard further regeneration in
the area.

“We are very impressed with the Robertson approach.
Their knowledge of the supply chain and state-of-theart construction methods have been instrumental in
shortening the delivery programme and driving project
costs down.”
– Rachel Warren, Development Director
Development Managers Limited
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Completion

2020

Key facts
• 3,976 m2 development.
• 300 student rooms.
• Five separate blocks of two
to eight storeys.
• Over £800,000 of value
engineering.
• 30% of project spend within
30 miles.
• Locally sourced building
supplies, reducing transport
pollution and supporting the
local economy.
• BREEAM ‘Very Good’ rating
with energy consumption
minimised in a range of
ways.

Student Accommodation

Dart Square  
SHEFFIELD

250
beds

£16.9
million

Completion

2021

CUSTOMER: KR Developments
Located near Sheffield city centre, Dart Square is ideally placed for students from the University of Sheffield
and Sheffield Hallam University.
The accommodation offers 250 beds over its 15 floors including single, twin and double studios, and ensuite
flats with shared kitchen and dining areas.
The two-year project will be completed in time for the new academic year in September 2021.
The project team has formed close links in the local community, creating opportunities for adults and young
people including:
• highlighting routes into construction at local
careers fair;
• trainee Quantity Surveyor recruited for placement
through Sheffield University;
• work experience and site opportunities for
students at Sheffield College;
• and collaborating with the Local Enterprise
Partnership.

Key facts
• £1 million saved through value engineering
and design.
• 2 weeks saved on piling through innovative
productivity analysis.
• 15 storeys with 38 cluster flats and 29 studio
apartments.
• Roof terrace, games area, gymnasium,
cinema, library and common room and
lounge areas.

robertson.co.uk
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Gulson Gardens

COVENTRY

462

£22

beds

million

Completed

2020

CUSTOMER: Gilltown Ltd
Robertson has constructed Gulson Gardens — a 462-room student
accommodation project on Gulson Road in Coventry.
The surrounding area is dominated by Coventry University buildings, including
the engineering and computing building, library and multi-storey staff car
park.

Key facts
• 14,000 m2 development.

Student requirements have evolved over the years and this development
offers exactly the kind of accommodation they are looking for with a host of
amenities as well as individual rooms.

• 462 beds.

There are a mix of studio study bedrooms with an en-suite pod and
kitchenette; cluster bedrooms with en-suite pod and shared living/kitchen/
dining room, and affordable cluster bedrooms with shared living/kitchen/
dining room and shower/WCs.

• BREEAM ‘Very Good’
rating: energy use
minimised in a range of
ways.

• Six to eight storeys.

Ten rooms have been identified to allow for easy adaptation in future to meet
accessible requirements of residents when needed.
There is also green space within the development’s courtyard.
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Pittodrie Street
ABERDEEN

618
beds

£31.6
million

Completed

2019

CUSTOMER: Watkin Jones
In this design and build contract, we delivered two
residences which together, provide much-needed
bedrooms in a city attracting UK and overseas
students.

Pittodrie Street was a finalist at the RICS Social
Impact Awards 2020 and the Scottish Property
Awards 2020.

We developed the scheme during a 6-month
pre-construction process to conclude costs and
schedule, and achieve a figure within our customer’s
budget.
The new developments offer six different room types
including en-suite and studio accommodation as well
as 31 specially-designed accessible rooms. Spacious
common rooms, a roof-top terrace and courtyard
encourage social interaction and the wellbeing of
students.
The location was surrounded by properties on all
four sides — the closest only 350 mm away — which
presented considerable challenges. With outstanding
project management, the team delivered Phase 1
(133 beds) one week ahead of schedule and Phase 2
(485 beds) on time — both with zero defects at
handover.
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robertson.co.uk
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St Leonard’s House
LANCASTER

179
beds

£14.4
million

Completed

2019

CUSTOMER: Knight Frank Investment Management (KFIM) for Lancashire County Pension Fund (LCPF)
This modern student accommodation with selfcontained studios and en-suite bedrooms follows
the redevelopment of two adjoining Grade II listed
buildings.
As the design and build contractor, we carried out
asbestos removal and soft strip operations before
surveying the existing structures and developing the
design.
The internal structure of one building was removed
and replaced with a steel frame and timber floors,
while the second was stripped back for remodelling
works.
Retaining many of the original features, the restored
property showcases its heritage externally, while
internally it offers high-quality, contemporary living
and social spaces for its residents.
St Leonard’s House was a finalist at the RICS Social
Impact Awards 2020.
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Havannah House
GLASGOW

458
beds

£19

million

Completed

2018

CUSTOMER: Vastint Hospitality
Robertson constructed this new, spacious student
accommodation building in the heart of Glasgow city
centre on behalf of developer Vastint Hospitality.
The S-shaped building is set over six storeys and
features a mix of standard, cluster and accessible
rooms with quirky interior design features to attract
the student market. Standard studios have integrated
kitchen facilities, while cluster and accessible studios
share one of the four communal kitchens on
each floor.

robertson.co.uk

The building encloses a private courtyard to the
south together with a semi-public courtyard
to the north. It was designed to achieve Gold
Standard under the LEED (Leadership in Energy &
Environmental Design) certification scheme.
Havannah House was winner of the Scottish Property
Awards Student Accommodation of the Year 2019.
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Caledon Court
ABERDEEN

200
beds

£10

million

Completed

2018

CUSTOMER: Watkin Jones
Caledon Court is another great example of a project
Robertson delivered on time, while maintaining
the customer’s budget and working with an
outstanding team.
Formerly a derelict public house, it now has the
capacity to house up to 200 students and is just
a stone’s throw away from the Robert Gordon
University campus.
The area has gone through a massive transformation
– not only does it benefit the students living in the
new accommodation but the whole community,
providing a new business and a fresh, contemporary
building design.
Watkin Jones was delighted with the results and the
overall space that has been created for students to
enjoy during their studies in Aberdeen.
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University of the Highlands & Islands
NORTHERN SCOTLAND

380
beds

£17.3
million

Completed

2017

CUSTOMER: Cityheart
This partnership saw Robertson deliver purposebuilt student accommodation across three of the
University’s campuses to meet growing demand in
what is becoming a vibrant university sector in the
north of Scotland: a 300-bed residence in Inverness
and 40-bed residences in Elgin and Fort William.
Using pre-fabricated frames from our specialist
timber frame division, we were able to reduce

construction time without comprising on design,
quality or cost. This was especially important to
reduce risk of delay from bad weather where works
were taking place during the winter months.
Residences offer a mix of single rooms with private
cooking facilities and studio rooms with shared
kitchens. Future phases are planned for the
University’s island accommodation

“The new residences are fantastic and
a great opportunity for more students
from outside of Inverness to come and
study at the University of the Highlands
and Islands and Inverness College UHI.
It will also give the campus a greater
sense of community.”
— Lizzie Munro, fourth-year BA (Hons) student

robertson.co.uk
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Causewayend Apartments
ABERDEEN

173
beds

£8.6

million

Completed

2017

CUSTOMER: Visage Properties
This stand-out development saw Robertson refurbish the listed building and former site of the Causewayend
School in Aberdeen and construct a new build annexe on the one-acre site.
The apartments were designed to achieve a BREEAM ‘Outstanding’ rating, as well as the Scottish Building
Regulations ‘Silver Active’ standard. Causewayend was shortlisted for a BREEAM 2018 award as one of the
best examples of sustainable design and construction completed that year, thanks to its cutting-edge, prefabricated panelised system construction.
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“This project was a great success,
completing the works ahead of the
2017 student intake and on budget.
The key to success was ensuring the
project team shared common goals
and worked together in a collaborative
manner to overcome the inevitable
challenges that were thrown up.”
— Murray Warner,
Partner at Hardies and Project Manager

robertson.co.uk
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Kepier Court
DURHAM

214
beds

£11

million

Completed

2017

CUSTOMER: Gilltown Ltd
We constructed a carefully considered student
accommodation development in suburban Durham
that includes the conversion and refurbishment of
historic Kepier House.
The development site was located on redundant
brownfield land in the Durham City Conservation
Area. Although Kepier House is not listed, our
sensitive approach made sure it was retained.
Construction work also took into account the
residential location with detailed programming
and a restriction on noisy equipment to minimise
disruption.

Key facts
• 4 buildings.
• 214 bed spaces.
• Low-density suburban scale blocks.
• 2,500 m2 of amenity space included.

The scheme protected most of the mature trees on
the site and integrates these and existing planting
with new hard and soft landscaped areas. The
finished development includes a central courtyard
garden area in front of Kepier House.
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Nova Apartments
NOTTINGHAM

437
beds

£20

million

Completed

2017

CUSTOMERS: Fusion Students and Talbot Nottingham Construction
The high-specification development provides stylish
student accommodation in the centre of Nottingham
and comprises several blocks – some up to eight
storeys – built around a central courtyard.
The residence adds bedroom capacity in an area
which is fast becoming the city’s student quarter, and
part of the regeneration of Talbot Street.
Before building started we demolished the majority
of the old property on the site, taking care to
preserve the original facade.
Liaising with the Nottingham Civic Society, we
made sure works did not impinge on the Canning
Circus conservation area and that we retained and
sympathetically restored the listed art deco frontage,
an internal staircase and a stone wall dating back to
1852.

robertson.co.uk
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Samuel Tuke Apartments
YORK

115
beds

£5.8

million

Completed

2017

CUSTOMER: S Harrison Developments Ltd
This four-storey student accommodation in York
included a new build and the refurbishment of a
listed building which was structurally unsound.
We delivered a robust programme which ensured
the safety of our site workers, careful restoration and
timely delivery. Working closely with English Heritage
and local architects, all key features of the existing
building were preserved including the grand frontage.
The original fireplaces add character to the
bedrooms, studios and flats, complete with highquality, modern interiors. Shared facilities include a
gym, cinema, study spaces and laundry room which
encourage wellbeing and interaction.
Given the site’s heritage, the project team welcomed
university students and gave presentations to school
pupils to teach them about restoration methods and
modern construction.

robertson.co.uk
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Portobello House
SHEFFIELD

128
beds

£6.2

million

Completed

2016

CUSTOMER: GHL Ltd
On a tight city centre site, Portobello House sits
within the University of Sheffield campus and
serves the busy student population of Sheffield. We
completed this project ahead of schedule giving
students the opportunity to settle into their new
accommodation before the academic year started.
Within easy walking distance from the main
university, Portobello House is half a mile from
Sheffield Hallam University and located right next
to Sheffield train station. The accommodation
comprises a combination of studios, ‘super studios’
and self-contained two-bedroom apartments over
seven storeys.
We finished this project to a high specification, with
detailing such as acoustic glazing appropriate to
the nature of the city centre location. It also has the
facilities expected by today’s students, such as onsite cinema room, games and common room, private
gym, laundry, study room and CCTV.
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robertson.co.uk
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Roman House
NEWCASTLE

210
beds

£8.7

million

Completed

2016

CUSTOMER: Gilltown Ltd
Aimed at postgraduates, international students and returning students, Roman House was designed to best
in class with spacious rooms, and a mix of self-contained studio units and en-suite bedrooms in cluster flats.
Amenity space includes a large communal lounge, study room, cinema room, gym and cycle store.
The build was modular by nature and to ensure everything ran on time with the overall construction
programme, the M&E project team developed a detailed, room-by-room programme and engaged with all
trades and subcontractors.
Due to the city centre location, site access was limited and all materials and deliveries had to be carefully
coordinated.
Works also included the extension of all necessary services into the boundary of the site including gas, water,
drainage, data and telecoms, installed by Robertson Engineering Services.
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“We worked this scheme
out together and we have
delivered it together. It’s
first class, absolutely top
dollar. I have to say, I have
been in this industry a long
time and the relationship
with Robertson has been
the best I have ever been
through, by far.”
— Paul Gillespie,
Managing Director, Gilltown

robertson.co.uk
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Media

Bertha Park High School

Responsible business 2030 strategy

Learn more about the making of Bertha Park High
School — the first new, non-replacement high school
in Scotland for a generation, with a host of innovative
features and approaches.

Learn more about the commitments we have made
to bei socially, economically and environmentally
responsible, aligned to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

Safe operating procedures

A commitment to sustainable growth

Robertson worked with industry peers and
government to set a new safety benchmark and
ensure a safe working environment on construction
sites during Covid-19.
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Robertson has signed a three-year partnership
with SEPA, Scotland’s environmental regulator, to
support green recovery and focus on environmental
performance across our entire supply chain.

Student Accommodation

Our principles are the driving force for
our success – it’s the Robertson Way:
We listen
We take responsibility
We are professional
We are determined to succeed
We are one team
# WeAreTeamRobertson
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REGIONAL LEADS
Get in touch
Beth Santangeli

Lindsey Hegarty

Business Development Manager

Business Development Director

North West England

Yorkshire & East Midlands

M: 07557 759 158

M: 07803 262 857

E: b.santangeli@robertson.co.uk

E: l.hegarty@robertson.co.uk

Martin Westgate

David Mackenzie

Director of Development

Business Development Director

North East England

Central Scotland

M: 07772 834 307

M: 07798 615 356

E: m.westgate@robertson.co.uk

E: d.mackenzie@robertson.co.uk

Raymond More

John McHardy

Development Director

Business Development Director

Highlands - Scotland

East Central Scotland

M: 07887 630 623

M: 07816 140 266

E: r.more@robertson.co.uk

E: j.mchardy@robertson.co.uk

T: 01786 431600
E: marketing@robertson.co.uk
Find us at: robertson.co.uk

