
"The buildings are another 
brilliant addition to the 

community we're creating 
at Smith's Dock and a 
demonstration of our 

commitment to bringing the 
site's overall masterplan to 
life – something which will 

ultimately bring a variety of new 
and exciting space including 
a green public space, homes, 
workspace, as well as a retail 

and leisure offering."

Nigel Brewer, Project Director 
at Places for People

Smith’s Dock Smokehouses
M&E for 80 modern apartments

Robertson has constructed 80 apartments at Smith’s Dock, which occupy the site of a former 
shipyard in South Shields. 
Two new build apartment blocks, designed by SimpsonHaugh, have been created on the 
river providing fantastic views. A six-storey and a nine-storey building comprise 24 and 56 
luxury apartments respectively, which include one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments and 
duplexes. 

Robertson Engineering Services provided the mechanical and electrical installation. Close 
liaison with the client team and main contractor was needed to ensure smooth coordination 
of building services with other trades and the hard furnishing works that were progressing 
within each property of these complex apartment buildings.

The mechanical and electrical installation comprised district gas fired heating, domestic hot 
and cold-water services, sprinklers, fire alarm, access control, TV/broadband capability and 
electrical domestic supply to each property.

En-suite bathrooms featured above-ground drainage and coordinated sanitaryware.

Boosted cold water and low temperature hot water heating serve each apartment, where a 
heat interface unit provides hot water via a plate heat exchanger and meters the amount of 
heating used.

Each apartment has a mechanical ventilation heat recovery unit with external ventilation 
louvres built into the external cladding.

The client also specified a traditional electrical installation, so that the apartments would 
flexible to use in future. Energy efficient LED lighting was provided for the apartments and the 
common circulation areas.
All services have been centrally distributed to each property via utility storage within each 
apartment, where both mechanical and electrical systems are located.

Sector: Residential

Robertson businesses: Robertson North East, 
Robertson Engineering Services

Client: Urban Splash and Places for People

Value: £14.5m build contract 
              £2.1m M&E

Completion: December 2018

Location: North Shields

www.robertson.co.uk/project/smith’s-dock-smokehouses

https://www.robertson.co.uk/project/smith’s-dock-smokehouses

